
  

                       

Dear Downsville Families, 

We have so many great achievements to celebrate and share with you this month. Our Positive Behavior 

Intervention and Supports (PBIS) and Office Discipline Referrals (ODR) over the past five years has decreased 

significantly in both Majors and Minors. The data below is impressive . What may not be quite as obvious is 

how mindfulness and rewards have helped to evolve the entire culture of our school.  We provide awareness of 

behavior choices, modeling, and incentives to students to encourage positive behavior. Students are more likely 

to engage in constructive behavior. The more students are aware of their actions and participate in positive 

behavior, the more positive the culture becomes. We have used a variety of PBIS positive incentives, including 

the following: 

● Mindfulness lessons  

and activities 

● Extra ROARRS 

recess on Friday 

afternoons 

● Tiger Tickets 

● Paw stickers in the 

bucket on the 

hallway wall 

● Game time with 

Mrs. Henry 

● Time with Dale 

Moe 

● DoJo 

● Tiger PAW awards- Peacebuilders 

● Lunch with Mrs. Henry or classroom teacher 

● Popcorn parties 

Downsville 
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● Penny parties 

● Gum 

● Auctions 

● Skating parties 

● Coloring time 

● Perfect attendance trimester awards 

● 3 School-wide PBIS celebrations 

● PTC Sponsored-All school field trip end of the year 

 

Whatever the type of mindfulness activity or reward used, they are often focused on learning, playing, and 

helping others. We have submitted our application into The Wisconsin RtI Center for recognition as a School of 

Merit. We will find out in June if we have met implementation elements of the Wisconsin RtI framework. Way 

to go Downsville students and staff!  

Check our website calendar for many upcoming events and field trips.  As always, please feel free to contact me 

with questions or concerns. Thank you for your partnership in your child's education!

Best regards, 

Mary Henry,  Downsville Elementary Principal 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 
                      

 

 

 

 

Tiger PAW Award winners for 
the month of March were the 
following: 
 

Kdg.- Sidney McWithey 

1st-    Lilly Radle 

2nd-   Taylor Hoff 
3rd-    Jonathan Foslid 

4th- Brian Styer (absent) 
5th-     Dakaria Bundy 

   
 

 

Perfect Attendance Awards 

2nd term: 

 

Row 1:  Andrew Hoff (3), Jadyn 

Marsh (K), Mason Pfeilsticker (1), 

Emma McKay(1) 

Row 2:  Mrs. Henry, Aidan Litscher 

(2), Connor Engeldinger (2), James 

Hoff (3), Mason Wittig (3), and 

Autumn Larrabee (5) 

Congratulations! 

 



  

                              

 
Illness: 

   With the cold and flu season upon us 
children will become ill from time to time.  
If your child has had a fever they must be 
fever free for 24 hours without medication 
(Tylenol, Motrin, etc), before returning to 
school.   
 

WRITTEN EXCUSE 
 

  We must have a written excuse from you 
when you child returns to school after an 
absence.  This is a requirement from the 
state!!  Thank you 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 
 

 
 

Future events... 

May 27th  -  Formal Dress Day 

Last Day of school...Crazy Hair 

Day 

 

  

Important Up-Coming 

Dates: 

     Apr.   30 Science Olympiad  
     Competition (8a.m. – Noon) 
   Menomonie Middle School 
 
     May   2 – 6  Teacher Appreciation 
    17 Menomonie Public Library  
                                Visit 
    17 4-K Picnic–Wakanda Elem. 
        4:45 – 6:30 p.m. 

19 – 20   5th Grade Camping Field  
Trip – Environmental Site 

   24 4th – 5th Grade Field Trip 
       Bullfrog Fish Farm &  

     Styer Farms 
   25 5th Grade Track and Field Day 
       River Heights -  9:30 a.m. 

26 RAIN DATED -5th Grade Track            
and Field Day River - Heights  

27 Kindergarten & 1st Grade  
         Field Trip – Dome Ranch 
27 ** Formal Dress Day **! 
30 NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day! 
31 5th Grade Recognition  

   Celebration!  5:00 –7:00 PM 
 

    June    1 All School Field Trip to 
Como Park 

                2 Last Day of School! 
      Awards 
      Volunteer Breakfast 
      Fun Activities 
      Picnic Lunch 
  Watch for details!! 

 



  

Title Event 

Cultural Family Night 
  

    The          Kindergarten visit and Cultural Family  
            Night on April 21st were both well attended 
and a   wonderful experience for all! The Kindergarten  
            room was full and bubbling with activities,  
            ranging from sensory to dramatic play.    
                   Incoming Kindergarten students and their  
               parents were able to meet Mrs. Fiege,  
               receive information about the upcoming  
               school year, try out  
               Kindergarten stations, and  
               take a book home to keep. 
     We had 58 people attend our taco  
dinner sponsored by Title 1, then  
participate in Cultural games that were  
presented and led by UW-Stout Early  
Childhood students.  The families  
learned games from a number of  
countries around the world, including China, 
Germany, Jordan, the Netherlands, Japan, Scotland, 
and the Ojibwa tribe in America.  Everyone was given 
a deck of cards, dice, and a packet of math games 
that can be played at home using the cards and dice 
as a thank you gift for attending. 
    Thank you to everyone who helped make the night 
a success! 
 

 

 

 



  

 
 

Playground Updates 
 

 

 
.   
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Downsville Elementary School is proud to 

share that our playground will be getting some 

updates and improvements!  I put together a 

committee of parents, school staff, community 

members, and a representative from the PTC to 

look at what we could do to make our playground 

space more aesthetically pleasing and engaging 

for our students and community children. 

 

    The committee had its first meeting and is 

currently working on short term and long term 

goals for the playground space.  These goals 

include getting new equipment and adding 

trees.  The committee also plans to survey the 

students to ask what equipment they use the 

most, and what  they would like our playground to 

have.  We will take those suggestions under 

advisement when developing the above-

mentioned  goals. 

          Unfortunately, there isn’t  

money in the budget for these  

updates. With donations and  

fundraising, however,  we hope  

to get what we need.   Downsville Elementary is fortunate 

to have such a supportive group of parents and 

community members who make our kid’s safety and 

happiness their number one priority! 

 

As plans for the playground space evolve, and then 

become a reality, we will be sure to keep everyone 

updated.  In the meantime, if you have any questions, 

comments, or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact 

me! 

 
                                           Yours in Education, 

Ms. Graham 

 

The basketball hoops and 
poles are rusted.  The two 
hoops are not aligned with 
each other.   
 

The chains on the 
swings are quite 
rusted. 
 



  

A Community Act of 

Kindness by Downsville 

First Graders 

 
 

Mrs. Gully’s 1st grade classroom has completed our MindUp Curriculum (Using Brain focused 

Strategies for Learning –and Living)!  Through this curriculum some of the lessons we 

worked on were How our Brain Works, Mindful Awareness, Focused Awareness, Mindful 

Listening, Seeing, Smelling, Tasting, Movement, Perspective Taking, Choosing Optimism, 

Appreciating Happy Experiences, Expressing Gratitude, Performing Acts of Kindness, and 

Taking Mindful Action in the World!  With our last lesson “Taking Mindful Action in the 

World” we learned about how kindness is contagious.  We discussed how when a group 

works together in a positive way we feel happy, have enhanced levels of dopamine, and the 

reward for others is multiplied.  Our classroom brainstormed a way to work together on an 

act of kindness and came up with writing letters of gratitude to our local police officers, 

thanking them for all they do!   Pictured above is local Dunn County Police Officer sharing a 

big smile after reading our thank you notes posted on their station wall! 



  

Celebrating National Poetry Month 

By: Third Grade Class 
 
 

School 

fun, hard, wonderful 

teachers, kids, brain breaks, 

rocker chair 

learning, reading, writing 

 

By: Madysen 

Valentine’s Day 

heart, toys, flowers 

perfume, roses 

chocolate, candy hearts 

I love you, be my valentine 

stuffed animals 

 

By: Autumn 

Valley Fair 

fast rides, hot food, swimming slides 

sweet cotton candy, smelly garbage 

delicious cotton candy, bubbly root beer 

screaming girls, winning bells 

hard metal 
 

By: Chad 

Snowboarding 

fast, snowy, exciting 

Christmas, winter, hat, mittens 

moving, jumping, sliding 

 

By: Kaiden 

Summer 
fun, beautiful, hot 

Hawaii, flowers, trees, birds 

biking, climbing, playing 

 

By: Jonathon 

Christmas 

sparkly christmas trees, red and green lights, 

candy canes 

yummy chocolate, good sugar cookies 

sweet gingerbread man, delicious milk 

jingling bells, christmas songs 

smooth christmas presents 

 

By: Elliana 

                          M indful 

                             A wesome 

                             S mart 

                             Y elling 

                             N ice 

 

By: Masyn  

Spring 

warm, happy, green 

Easter, sweatshirt, football, flowers 

building, playing, exercising 

 

By: Samuel 

 



  

Celebrating National Poetry Month 

continued… 

  

Christmas 

huge snowmen, big presents, fun family 

sweet hot cocoa, small christmas tree 

delicious candy, amazing cookies 

happy kids, silly laughter 

cold snow 

 

By: Parker 

 

Summer 

barky trees, colorful birds, 

pretty flowers cool water, 

fresh cut grass 

sweet honey, sour apples 

buzzing bees, tweeting birds 

soft grass 

 

By: Blake 

Rapid Machining 

hard, broken buttons, pieces,  

phone calls, computers, machines,  

lifting, pulling, driving 

 

By: Mason  

                           J oyful 

                             O dd 

                             N ice 

                             N oticeable  

                             Y elling 

 

By: Jonny 

Hunting 

brown deer, black turkeys, great grouse 
fresh mowed grass, good pine sap 

delicious deer meat, fresh turkey meat 
loud wheezing, birds beautifully singing 

soft deer hair 
 

By: James 

 

 

Happy National  
Poetry Month!  

 



  

 

 

Camping Trip 
By:  Autumn Larrabee,  Hayley Link-Jardine & Mitchell Quilling 

 

Who: The Downsville and Knapp 5th grade classes 

What: 5th grade camping trip 

When: 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19th - 11:00 a.m. Friday, May 20th 

Where: The Environmental Education Site 

Why: It is fun, to bond with nature, learn outdoor survival, and do/learn team building strategies 
 

     Have you been wondering about the 5th grade camping trip, well in this article you are going 

to learn about the purpose, the meals, the chaperone situation, our rotations, and our sleeping 

arrangements for the camping trip. 
 

Purpose, Why it’s Fun 

 

    Why you ask are we going on this field trip?   We are going on this field trip to bond with 

nature, learn about outdoor survival tec, and do team building strategies. But not just our school is 

going but on the camping trip,  Knapp fifth grade is who we invite every year.  I think that the 

field trip will be fun because we hope to meet/make new friends from Knapp.   

 

Meals 

 

     Are you wondering what we are going eat during this time?   Thursday breakfast is going to be 

at school.   Thursday is cold lunch or a sack lunch from the school.   Thursday Dinner will be 

provided, and Friday Breakfast will also be provided.   There is not going be a lunch on Friday 

because we are going be picked at 11:00 or 12:00 on Friday depending on the pick-up 

location.                           

 

Sleeping Arrangements 

 

     Have you been wondering about our sleeping arrangements?  Well if you sleep in a shelter a 

chaperone will sleep in a tent outside of your shelter.   If you chose to bring your own tent you 

have to have a parent sleep in your tent and it cannot be another student’s parent.     

 

Rotations 

 

      We tend to outdoor activities and we are going learn survival skills.  They will be led by 

teachers and chaperones.  The rotations include building shelters, identifying edible plants, fire 

building, geo caching, making and setting a trap, and more interesting and safe skills. 
 

   Fifth Grade News!! 
 



  

 

Chaperones 

 

     Have you ever wondered how the teachers are going to deal with all the kids?  Well there are 

going to be lots and lots of chaperones. The chaperones will help lead some of the rotations, they 

will help bring some supplies, and help cook, oh, and do not forget they are going to watch the 

kids. 
 

 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“Como Zoo” 
By: Brett Smith and Mariyah Creaser 

 

We are having an end of the year celebration!  We are doing this by going to the 
Como Zoo!  There are all kinds of things to do and see, and explore!   We also might go 
for a walk through the gardens.   We will have a great time exploring! Are you coming? 

 

 
 



  

“Date & Time” 
 

    We are going on this trip on June, 1st and the whole school is going. We don’t have 
the information for what time we are leaving.  But it will be the first thing in the morning 
that we do after breakfast. The Como Zoo is in Minnesota so it will probably be a 1hr and 
30min if you are riding in a car following the buses.  
 

“Sponsoring” 
 

    The PTC is doing a big favor for the whole school! They are sponsoring this event and 
are paying for the trip. The zoo is free and the PTC is paying for the busses. So if you 
see anybody from the PTC say a big thank you for funding this trip!! 
 

“Animals” 
 

Here are some of the animals at Como Zoo:  Anaconda, Arctic Foxes, Bison, 
Cougar, Dall’s Sheep, Flamingo, Galapagos Gorilla, Ostrich, Seahorse, Snow Leopard, 
Spider Monkey, Wolf, and Zebra, and many more! Also Sparky the seal each year has 
been a really big attraction when we went there and he performed every day. So we will 
see him when we go there! If you want some more information go to the website that 
Como Zoo http://www.comozooconservatory.org/ 

 
 

 
 

 

So make sure you mark your calendars for Como Zoo! Como Zoo is not just Como 
Zoo it is a learning experience and a connection to nature! 
 

 

 

 

http://www.comozooconservatory.org/


  

Fish Farm and Styer Farm Field Trip 

By: Dakaria Bundy, Emily Zukowski, and Kolyn Wolf   

 

 The 4th and 5th grade is going on a field trip to Bullfrog Fish Farm, and The Styer Farm on May 
24, 2016. First the 4th and 5th graders will go 

to the Bullfrog Fish Farm then to The Styer Farm.  
This is going to be a very fun field trip. 

 

“Transporation” 

The 4th and 5th graders (plus teachers and a few parents) will ride the bus to the Bullfrog 
Fish Farm and then to the Styer Farm. If your parents are coming they will need to pay $11.75 
for the Bullfrog Fish Farm  and will have to provide their own transportation to the destinations 
and back, to either school or home. Your parents may take you home after the field trips if they 
want to:   

                   (BUT CHECK WITH A TEACHER BEFORE YOU LEAVE) 
or you have to stay at school for the bus to pick you up.  
Plus a huge thank you the PTC for helping pay for the field trip!  

“BullFrog Fish Farm (Eat My Fish)” 

The first part of our field trip is going to the Bullfrog Fish Farm (or Eat My Fish). At Eat My 
Fish they raise all the fish that is in their pond. Also they have pigs, chickens, ducks, dogs, a few 
cats and well, fish too. For lunch, you can have a home lunch (that you pack) or a school sack 
lunch (your lunch account will be charged). Plus with whatever lunch choice you decide you will 
get to sample a couple pieces of fish that we caught. To catch fish on this field trip Eat My Fish 
will provide the poles the bait, and  all we need to fish with. So we will not be bringing any poles 
or bait to the field trip. The Bullfrog Fish Farm is located at N1321 566th St, Menomonie 
Wisconsin, and if you have any questions their phone number is:  

(715) 664-8775. 
 

                         
           Fish Raising Tanks at the Fish Farm            Fish Farm Pond and Building 



  

“Styer Farm” 

Last year the Styers remodeled their farm. Now they have a 60 cow milking rotary 
and about 2,500 cows. We are going to see the parlor where the cows are milked, then 
we are going to go to the free stall barn where the cows are housed. Also we will see the 
reclamation building (sand room). Last we will see the calf and young stock raising 
facilities. Most of the water and sand there gets reused. Depending on time we also 
might get to see the pigs there. 

 

 

 

 

 

There are three  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“In Conclusion” 

I hope we will learn how to fish and how the fish are raised so they can be caught. 

Also, I hope that we can learn about agriculture and how the calves are raised to cows. 

This will be a good educational trip for the 4th and 5th graders. 

 
 

 

There are three 
pictures: one of 
the rotary (right), 
one of the road -
side view (above) 
and one of the 
freestall barn (left) 



  

THE MYSTERY TREASURE BOX 

By: Harvest Johnson, Garrett Kitchner and Matthew Brandt 

 

History  
 

    One day in math class Ms. Graham had a box and put something in it.  

I mean it could be anything. It says “* treasure * don’t Open until 05/27/16.”  
 

Math class is very interesting sometimes Ms. Graham will do crazy stuff like this.  We have had it 

happen in a bag and in another bag and then in a little box and it was only a piece a paper. The 

box is there because it will motivate people in math.   It has also  had drawings and we would get 

extra recess,  or she tells us a story.  

What's in It 

     
There could be anything in that box.  We ask our class what they think is in it?   Some 

students said: T-shirts for 5th grade graduation, candy, auction dollars for everyone, pencils, baby 

pictures, prizes, end of the year prizes, sweatshirt, pieces of papers.  

 

What it Looks Like 

 

The box is white and red. It is very lite but there is something in it like pieces of 

paper because when you put a piece of paper in a box it is like that.  Kind of like one 

student said, “auction dollars”. 
 

 



  

“Track and Field Day” 

 

Who: Each 5th grade class in the Menomonie school district.  

What: Track and Field Day. 

When: Wednesday, May 25 with a rain make-up day of Thursday, May 26. 

Where: At River Heights Elementary School. 

Why: To get exercise and have  the experience. 
 

“The Events” 

 

Here is a list of some of the events for Track and Field Day. There are 10 events but here are a 

few of them: 50 yard dash;   softball throw  

1 minute jump rope  rope climb/sit-ups and much much more. 

 

What to Wear and Bring" 

 

Here is a list of things to bring for Track and Field Day:  tennis shoes; socks; shorts; t-shirts; 

sunscreen; water bottle; and cold lunch if you signed up for it. 

 

 
 

Teams 

 

Students will be spilt into 10 different teams. There will be a few students from each school in 

each team so that they can meet their 2016-17 fall classmates. 
 

 

 

Thank you, Mrs. Munoz for planning Track and Field Day! 

 

By: Justin Boerner and Lydia Leach 

 
 



  

History Day 

By: Macy Skillings and Kadence Keck 
 

 

(When this letter was written, History Day had not yet happened.) 
 

This part of the new’s letter is written and then typed so we can teach and tell you 
about what you do to celebrate history day and what it is,in the last 3 paragraphs you will 
learn everything you need to know about the history we are learning and teaching 
ourselves and others enjoy!! 
 

“What is History Day” 

    History day is on the 28th from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.. The 5th grade class invited 

people to come and see their History Day boothes. There are many different types of 
topics. The National History day theme for 2016 is Exploration, Encounters, and 
Exchanges in History. This makes room for a wide variety of topics. We are doing 
History Day to teach you about our topics. We are also doing it to demonstrate what we 
have learned in our 5th grade class. There are a few parts to our History Day 
presentation, those are our visual, verbal, and children’s books that we wrote. We 
worked on our history day topics for a little over a month.  

 

“The Children's Books” 

     Even though 5th grade is working on our visuals and verbals  we are also working on 
historic childrens books.The books we are making are expository Non fiction, so all the 
facts that are in our historic children’s books are true. We got all of our information from 
more than one website, we also got it from books so we can make sure that all of our 
facts are true. We talked about how it fits the National History Day theme Exploration, 
Encounter, and Exchanges in History. We all have our separate topics so we can 
research stuff independently, we were given a rubric to follow along with so we know 
what to do and what things we need to get a 4 or a 3. 

    To conclude we had fun at History Day, and we hope you did too!  History is not just 

history it’s a great learning experience and a great adventure. If you came I hope you 
had fun learning about what people had to do at that time to keep them alive and well. 



  

The End of School 
By: Janessa Fry and Luke Mahoney  

 

Things we did. 

The fourth and fifth grade spelling bee was on January 15th and Lydia Leach & 

Luke Mahoney won and went onto regionals!   

 

There was the Math-A-Thon.  In the Math-A-Thon students would get 

pledges from family and friends and then take a math test to raise money for 

our schools parent group.  

 

We had History Day!  We had booths and topics from history that we gave 

presentations to parents, guest and other classroom teachers and students. 
 

Timeline 

● P.B.I.S celebration . . . . . . . . . April 29 

● Slime principal. . . . . . . .  . . . .  April 29 

● Science Olympiad. .  . . . . . . . . April 30 

● Teacher Appreciation Week. .May 2-6th 

● Camping. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . May 19-20 

● Fish farm/Styer farm. . . . . . .May 24 

● Track and Field day. . . . . . . . . May 25 

● Treasure Box. . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 27 

● 5th Grade Recognition. . . . . . . May 31 

● Como Zoo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 1 

● Last Day at Downsville . . . . . .June 2 

 



  

 

Going into middle school 
When we (5th grade) go to middle school, there are going to so many more 

hallways and “pods”.  It will take the new students a long time to get used to 

all the hallways and kids. 

 

 

 

What we are going to do at the last day of school? 
 

On the last day of school (June 2) we will be given out awards and there will 

be a Volunteer breakfast for everyone who came in for a long period of time 

helping students out with Reading, Math, English  and Language Arts. 

 

 

 


